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This year’s Birthday Lecture celebrates the 113th birthday of Ernest 
Hemingway  and the 100th year of Poetry magazine, a publication 
indispensable to the author’s growth and impact. The lecturer is 
John Barr, inaugural president of the Poetry Foundation, which 
now publishes Poetry magazine. 

A decade ago, John Barr took the lead in establishing the 
Foundation after philanthropist Ruth Lilly donated $200 
million to support the magazine, expand poetry’s influence in 
American culture and bring its finest works to as many people  

as possible. 

Barr, as a business 
leader, has led the 
Foundation in 
reaching these goals, 
disseminating the 
highest quality poetry 
to  20 million people 
annually through 
its magazine, public 
programs, website, and 
media partnerships.

Barr, as a poet,  
admires Hemingway, 
who prized “poetry 
written into prose.” 
Barr writes in his 

“American Poetry in the New Century” in Poetry magazine, that 
poets should learn from Hemingway “the effect of how we live on 
what we write.”   

He goes on to say: “It is a commonplace ... that we should write 
what we know, but Hemingway took that a step further by seeking 
out fresh experience in the service of his writing … He sought to live 
more in order to write better.” 

Barr asks, “When did you last meet a contemporary poet who takes 
this approach, seeking out fresh experience … specifically for the 
benefit of his or her poetry?”

As a young writer of poetic bent, Hemingway was “seeking out fresh 
experience” as a journalist. This was evident  in the last Birthday 
Lecture by Steve Paul, scholar and senior writer for the Kansas City 
Star, where Hemingway began his writing career.  

The Star’s standard of fresh candor and clarity resemble that 
of  Poetry magazine’s founder, Harriet Monroe, who published 
Hemingway, and its “foreign correspondent” Ezra Pound, who 
mentored him. Both encouraged the maturing author to shape 
direct experience into pure, poetic prose—in the style of literary 
Modernism. This revolution in letters ignited by Monroe and 
Pound, carried on by Hemingway, transformed how we match our 
words and lives.   
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2012 Hemingway Birthday Celebration

Ernest Hemingway’s Poetry in Prose
By Redd Griffin

The 2012 Hemingway 
Birthday Celebration
July 21, 2012 at 7 p.m.

Reception 6 p.m.

The Ernest Hemingway 
Museum

200 N. Oak Park Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 

Admission: $20 
Foundation Members 
/$25 Non-Members

John Barr. Photo courtesy of the Poetry Foundation.



H

2

By Barbara Ballinger

Grace Hall Hemingway’s painting 
“Southwest Scene with Tree” has moved 
from a wall in the Archives to the Lakeview 
Museum in Peoria, the Quincy Arts Center 
and now to the Tarble Arts Center of 
Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, 
where it will be shown from May 26 
through September 2 of this year as part of 
the exhibition Skirting Convention: Illinois 
Women Artists, 1840 to 1940.

Channy Lyons, guest curator, became 
interested in Ernest Hemingway’s mother 
during her preparations for the exhibit 
and is now doing further research with a 
biography in mind. Channy writes:

I first met Grace Hall Hemingway through her 
painting, which is one of the five arts—singing, 
composing, writing and lecturing being the others-
-that she mastered during her lifetime. I like her 
creative drive, her strength, her independence, her 
focus, her need to excel, her ambition. She was 
complex, idiosyncratic, and I continue to learn 
more about her every day.

If you knew Grace Hall Hemingway or knew 
about her, please contact me at channylyons@

comcast.net. In addition, I am creating a 
catalogue of Grace’s paintings and her musical 
compositions. If you know the location of a 
painting, would you please let me know.

Grace said: “The only thing in life that gives 
real happiness is creative work.”

Donna Flesch, until recently Chair of 
the Archives Committee, has inventoried 
hundreds of ephemera from the Waring 
Jones collection. Some 50 folders contain a 
remarkable variety of items. In no particular 
order, here are some of them:

Receipts from Brentano Booksellers/
Stationers, Paris, 1937, 1938

Bullfighting tickets

Tackle catalog from Abercrombie & Fitch 
Co., 1930

Envelope from a Paris doctor containing 
X-ray of Hemingway’s teeth with instructions 
for use of medications

Bills from Ambos Mundos Hotel Restaurant, 
Havanna

Pacific Steam Navigation Co. wine account, 
12-8-1933

Bag containing five “Windemere Keys”

Letter with envelope from Clarence H. 
Hemingway, M.D., April 19, 1920

Letter with envelope from Grace Hall 
Hemingway, December 8, 1920

Royalty reports from Jonathan Cape Ltd., 
1937

May Festival Concert Program, Friday, May 
7, 1897, Mrs. Grace Hall Hemingway - 
conductor

Did Ernest Hemingway ever throw anything 
away?

EHFOP volunteer Brian Flora, a Civil War 
re-enactor and history buff, plans to do 
research on Hemingway’s grandfathers, both 
of whom served in that war. Of particular 
interest to him will be the Archives copy 
of Anson Tyler Hemingway’s Civil War 
Diary July 25, 1862—December 31, 1863. 
Appointments to visit the Archives may be 
made by calling the Foundation office at 
708-848-2222.

From the Archives

William C. Horne contacted the 
Foundation in January to ask if the 
museum would welcome a standard issue 
1918 American Red Cross trunk owned by 
Mr. Horne’s grandfather, William D. (Bill) 
Horne, who served with Ernest Hemingway 
as an ambulance driver in Italy in 1918. The 
answer was a resounding Yes!

Mr. Horne also sent the Foundation copies 
of several typed or handwritten letters from 
Hemingway to Horne in 1919, including 
a mournful letter recounting the arrival 
of the now famous letter from Agnes von 
Kurowsky, an American Red Cross nurse 
and Hemingway’s first love, breaking off 
their relationship. The original letters are 
now housed at Chicago’s Newberry Library.

Also included was a vintage newspaper 
(pictured at right) and an audio tape made 
by the younger Mr. Horne in 1975 when his 
grandfather spoke to his Loyola Academy 
(Wilmette, IL) English class about his 
experiences with Hemingway in Italy and 
in Michigan, Cuba and the American West. 

Indeed, Bill Horne and Ernest Hemingway 
remained lifelong friends. Horne lived with 
Hemingway for a few months in 1920 when 
Hemingway courted his first wife, Hadley 
Richardson. Horne was in the wedding 
party in upper Michigan the following 
year, visited Hemingway in Cuba several 
times, and was an honorary pallbearer at 
Hemingway’s funeral in 1961.

-- John Berry

A World War I Trunk Comes Home to the Hemingway Museum



The New Year brought the difficult but 
necessary decision by the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors to put the Hemingway 
Boyhood Home on the Oak Park real estate 
market, in order to retire the outstanding 
loan held by the Foundation since 2001.

A sub-
committee 
of the Board 
interviewed 
several local 
real estate 
agents and 
s e l e c t e d 
Baird & 
Warner to 
market the 
property at 
the end of 

January.

The home was listed in mid-February 
in several print and online venues and 
immediately went “viral.” A story appeared 
on the local NBC affiliate, a detailed story 
in the Chicago Tribune was picked up by 
the press in Japan, France, Thailand and 
Turkey. The Foundation also contacted 
members of the Hemingway family to be 
sure they were aware of the real estate 
listing. The Chairman exchanged e-mails 
with several family members, including 
granddaughter Mariel Hemingway, who 
also mentioned on Twitter her thoughts 
and concerns for the home.

The home was shown more than 30 times 
in the following four weeks and two offers 
were considered by the Board of Directors. 
The Board accepted an offer by a local 
Oak Park family with an interest in the 
Hemingways. The family plans to restore 
the home to its 1906 condition and open it 
to the public annually. 

The closing is set for mid-June once the 
three current tenants have vacated the 

property (the home has been a “three-flat” 
for many years).

The Foundation, of course, maintains the 
ownership of the Birthplace Home on Oak 
Park Avenue and operates the Museum 
down the street. The Board’s attention 
is now on the Great Places for Learning 

initiative, refreshing some of the Museum’s 
exhibits and finishing the restoration of the 
front staircase at the Birthplace Home.

The Foundation welcomes gifts to continue 
to implement our “belief in the importance 
of the written word and the value of 
thoughtful reading and writing.”

3

Message from John W. Berry, Chairman

A New Chapter for Hemingway’s Boyhood Home

The Hemingway Boyhood Home as it looks today.

The Hemingway family on the grounds of the Boyhood Home, circa 1923.
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Hemingway’s HOT Havana brings Cuba to Oak Park

The winter fundraiser was held on a 
cold, damp January night, but enthusiastic 
supporters of The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park quickly were 
transported to a warmer, more exotic climate 
by Brian Gordon Sinclair’s Hemingway’s 
HOT Havana. Written and performed by 
Sinclair, the play focuses on Hemingway’s 
adventures and misadventures during the 
years Hemingway spent in Cuba.  The 
rescue of his son Gig from a shark attack, 
Hemingway’s encounters with Jane Mason, 
and naval intelligence missions aboard the 
armed Pilar were among the segments of 
the play that captured and entertained the 
attentive audience.

After his performance, Sinclair mingled 
with his audience as they enjoyed Cuban 
food, mojitos, and the music of Albert 
Sierra and Cuban Flavor.  The Foundation 
is grateful to Sinclair for sharing his play, 
donating his performance and bringing 
some heat to Oak Park in the middle of 
January.

-- Nancy Sindelar

Above, playwright and performer Brian 
Gordon Sinclair waves to the audience 
with Nancy Sindelar, who organized the 
winter benefit. Below, board member Stan 
West (center) and friends enjoy the Cuban 
atmosphere.

Above: Brian Gordon Sinclair as Ernest 
Hemingway, with Hemingway’s boat, the 
Pilar.



Matt Fruth was elected to The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park’s 17-member Board of 
Directors at the Annual Meeting in March. Fruth grew 
up in Oak Park where he attended Ascension grade 
school and Fenwick High School. He graduated from 
Dominican University, where he met his future wife 
and earned a degree in mathematics. He has followed 
his parents’ example of public service through his 
parish, schools, and the Oak Park Public Library 
Board. 

“I am honored to have been asked to join the board of 
the Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park and I 
look forward to contributing to this great organization 
and the communities it serves,” he said.

The EHFOP’s volunteer board manages the Foundation and sets direction for the year’s 
programming.

Other members of the board are Lascelles Anderson, John Berry (Chairman), Allan 
Baldwin (Treasurer), Dee Brennan, Jill Bremer, Virginia Cassin (Vice Chairwoman), Yves 
Hughes, John Ferrari, Rob Steffen (Secretary), David Krause, Wendell Rayburn, Stan 
West, Redd Griffin, Nancy Sindelar, and David Rappaport.
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Matt Fruth Joins EHFOP Board of Directors Upcoming EHFOP Fall 
Author Readings

at the Hemingway 
Museum

September 10
Erika Robuck

Hemingway’s Girl
A tale of love and intrigue set 

in Hemingway’s Key West.

October 5
Paul Hendrickson
Hemingway’s Boat

The NYT-bestselling author 
returns to share the story of 

Hemingway and the Pilar.

For more information see 
www.ehfop.org 
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Contacting the Foundation
There are many ways to contact the 
Foundation for information.

Telephone: (708) 848-2222

E-mail: ehfop@sbcglobal.net

Web site: www.ehfop.org

Between newsletters, visit the Web page for 
current information.

Hemingway Despatch: 
Design & Production, Allison Sansone

Connect with Hemingway via Social Media

Follow The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
ehfop to stay up to date on major announcements and Foundation events.

Visit our Facebook Page! Type “The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park” at 
www.facebook.com, and view photos from inside the Birthplace Home. Connect with 
other Hemingway fans from around the world! 

Become a Member of the Foundation

To join the EHFOP, go to www.ehfop.org and click “Become a Member” to join!


