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Hemingway Despatch

2010 Hemingway Birthday Lecture

Thomas Putnam Shares Hemingway Treasures From the  
Kennedy Library July 21 at the Hemingway Museum in Oak Park
by Deborah Preiser and Redd Griffin

The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s director, Thomas J. Putnam, 
will present “Treasures from Hemingway’s Trunk: Highlights from the Ernest Hemingway 
Collection at the John F. Kennedy Library” as The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak 
Park’s 27th annual Birthday Lecture.

The fact that there is such a legacy of Hemingway’s life and writings, is due, in part, to 
Ernest’s early exposure to the Chicago area’s libraries, museums, schools, and nature 
preserves. The Foundation is inviting these organizations and others to Putnam’s lecture, 
launching its multi-year research and education program, “Great Places for Learning.” 
Board and staff members of these Chicago area organizations will be recognized at 

the celebration of the 111th birthday celebration of 
Hemingway, who exemplified in his writings the impact 
of their cultural resources.

The Foundation has also invited two relatives of William 
Walton, who played a major role in bringing both the 
JFK Library and the Hemingway Collection into being. 
Walton, a close friend of both Hemingway and Kennedy, 
helped establish the Library and enlist the President’s 
aid in retrieving the author’s papers from Cuba after 
Fidel Castro took over.

Putnam’s lecture is Wednesday, July 21, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Hemingway Museum, 200 N. Oak Park Avenue in 
Oak Park. The Hemingway Foundation will also host 
an open house that day from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at its 

Museum, allowing visitors time to meet Putnam and Walton’s relatives and view exhibits 
exploring the author’s life and writing in his Oak Park years and beyond.

Admission to the Birthday Lecture and open house is $10 for Foundation members, 
seniors, and students, $20 for non-members. Reservations are not necessary, but can be 
made at (708) 848-2222 or email ehfop@sbcglobal.net .

Names of nearby restaurants will be available. The Write Inn across Oak Park Avenue 
from the Hemingway Museum will offer special corporate rates for guests coming to the 
Hemingway Birthday Lecture. Call (708) 383-4800 or email welcome@writeinn.com .

For more information, please see the Foundation website at www.ehfop.org . 

Thomas Putnam, Director 
of the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and 
Museum

Thomas Putnam, Director of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum is responsible for 
collecting, preserving and exhibiting 
the documents, audiovisual material 
and memorabilia of Kennedy and his 
administration. He is also responsible 
for the Library’s vast collection of the 
manuscript materials of author Ernest 
Hemingway.

In a variety of positions Putnam has 
held in his decade at the Library, he 
developed new museum and civic 
education programs, brought together 
urban, suburban and rural students to 
discuss contemporary issues, started 
a performance art series for families, 
provided a free bus program to the 
underserved and organized  teacher 
institutes. He launched a website and 
digital archives and helped plan a 
30,000 square foot addition to store 
Kennedy’s papers.

Putnam initiated a Kennedy Library 
Forum series, “Responding to 
Terrorism” after 9/11 and a “Dialogue 

Continued on Page 2

Thomas J. Putnam. Photo 
courtesy of the JFK Library.
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Putnam, Continued

in Diversity.” For these programs he won 
the National Archives’ highest honors.

Putnam’s career before “the JFK” bridged 
education and government. He earned a 
Watson Fellowship to examine education 
policy in Quebec and a Fulbright 
Scholarship in Senegal, West Africa.  He 
directed a federally funded Upward Bound 
program that helped low income high 
school students to be the first in their 
families to attend college.

Putnam is a graduate of Bowdoin College 
and Princeton University’s Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public  and International 
Affairs.

Information from:http://www.jfklibrary.
org/JFK+Library+and+Museum/
General+Information/
Library+Administration/Directors+Biography.
htm

John Hemingway Visits Museum
by Larry Christmas

Anyone hoping to understand more 
about gender issues in the writings of 
Ernest Hemingway should have attended 
the address by John Hemingway at the 
Museum on February 25. John, the son 
of Ernest’s youngest son, Gregory, told 
of the relationships between his father 
and grandfather with feeling, drawing from 
his recently published book, Strange Tribe. 
John reveals important information about 
Gregory’s relationship with both parents, 
Pauline and Ernest. The title of the book 
was taken from a remark made by Ernest to 
Gregory shortly after the father’s discovery 
of his son’s cross-dressing.

During his presentation, John read excerpts 
from some of the extremely contentious 
letters sent by Ernest and Gregory to each 
other. In addition to the letters, the book 
contains key passages from Ernest’s famous 

entry in Mary Welsh’s diary regarding 
the androgynous aspect of their own 
relationship. But for this observer the most 
memorable 
part of the 
e v e n i n g 
came from 
h e a r i n g  
J o h n 
Hemingway 
describe the 
turmoil he 
faced, and 
s o m e h o w 
s u r v i v e d , 
as a child 
of a schizophreneic mother and a manic 
depressive father.

For those who missed the event, the book, 
Strange Tribe, can be purchased at the 
Hemingway Museum.

As this issue of the Despatch goes to press, 
the Foundation’s future continues to 
augur well: the Birthday Lecture 2010 is by 
Thomas Putnam of the Kennedy Library, 
and exciting programming is being planned 
for the next few years on “Great Places 
for Learning.” We hope you enjoy reading 
about—and plan to attend-- these events.

A global and multicultural perspective on 
Hemingway is also evident in this issue, 
with Robert Warburton writing about 
teaching Hemingway in China and Stan 
West on Hemingway and race.

Some of my own recent Hemingway ventures 
(in no particular order) include:

A spring break family visit to Key West 
including a tour of the Hemingway home.  
Its classical beauty speaks of another (pre-
air conditioning) era, when Key West was 
far less commercialized and populated.  
Visiting the house presents one with a 
significant period in Hemingway’s life and 

the influence of Key West on his writing.  
This encouraged me to read Key West 
Hemingway; A Reassessment edited by Kirk 
Curnutt and Gail D. Sinclair (Gaineville, 
FL:  University Press, 2009). Curnott writes 
that Hemingway’s  Key West period is the 
only one viewed as “detrimental to his art.”  
The essays in this volume by important 
Hemingway scholars elevate the significance 
of the writings in this period of his work.

After John Hemingway’s (Ernest’s grandson) 
visit to Oak Park, I read his book, Strange 
Tribe (Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 2007), an 
autobiographical work that filled in much 
of the background about Gregory (Ernest’s 
son and the author’s father), including 
Gregory’s relationship with his parents. 

His theme is that Gregory was in fact the 
son who psychologically most resembled 
Ernest. It clearly has a place within 
Hemingay biography, bringing  the “grand 
narrative” of the Hemingway family to the 
next generation.

Finally, I recommend to you an essay by 
the literary critic Alfred Kazin titled “All 
the Lost Generations,” for an analysis of 
the contributions of the “lost generation” 
of writers.

Kazin describes Hemingway as the supreme 
stylist of his period. possessing an “unceasing 
quest of a conscious perfection through style 
... ‘the real thing,’ the pulse of his art, was 
... that perfect blending of fact into symbol 
...” Kazin writes that “Technically and even 
morally ... Hemingway is the bronze god of 
the whole contemporary literary experience 
in America.”

(Solotaroff, Ted, Ed. Alfred Kazin’s 
America; critical and personal writings.  NY:  
HarperCollins, c2003, p. 133-140.)

Finally, as Despatch editor, I try to keep in 
conversation with the wider Hemingway 
world. We await a report from the 
Hemingway scholars attending the Lausanne 
international conference this summer.

Editor’s Column: Maryanne Rusinak
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Message from  
Allan Baldwin,  
Chairman

This is my farewell column as John Berry takes over the chairman’s 
position. It is with mixed feelings that I leave this position. 
I took on this task with some specific goals:  I wanted to get 
the Foundation’s finances and records computerized and more 
available to the board, I wanted to clear the line of credit the 
Foundation had built up, and finally I wanted to change the status 
of the Hemingway Boyhood Home from a three flat (that did not 
enhance our mission) to an integral piece of the Hemingway legacy 
in Oak Park.  

None of these tasks were as easy as I had hoped!  My evaluation of 
my goals is as follows: 

1. The Foundation member database is up to date and used 
extensively for mailings and solicitations.

2. Our financial records have been computerized on to standard 
accounting software and statements are produced monthly for the 
board.

3. The Foundation staff is proficient in the use of computers.

4. The Foundations line of credit has gone down to zero.

5. An agreement with Dominican University on the Boyhood 
Home puts us on the road to rehabbing, restoring, and rebuilding 
the Boyhood Home.

Needless to say, I had much help working toward these goals. The 
many board members and volunteers I have worked with over these 
years have been critical. Maybe the most important people have 
been the Foundation staff I have had the pleasure to work with. 
In the office, Maryanne, Michelle, Gwen, and Allison have been 
not just supportive but many times offering ideas and suggestions 
along the way. Coordinating the volunteers and merchandising, 
Conni  has always been willing to try my new ideas whether they 
were good ones or not! It is the many relations that have made 
these tasks not only worthwhile but fun. Thank you all for the 
support and friendship you have shown me.

Lest anyone think John Berry has nothing to do as he takes over, 
there is also a long list of things that I did not do. The programming 
has coasted during my tenure and I expect that to pick up. We also 
need to work harder on grants to give ourselves better financial 
footing to further our mission. I am confident John, with his 
excellent experience, will do more on these and other issues that 
I left undone. So, John, I hope you enjoy the chairmanship of the 
Foundation as much as I have and you can count on my support  
as a continuing board member and docent.

John Berry Elected Chairman of The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park
The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of 
Oak Park’s Board of Directors on May 
13, 2010, elected John W. Berry as the 
26-year-old organization’s sixth chairman, 
succeeding Allan Baldwin. 

Berry joined the EHFOP in 2008 and 
became its vice-chairman in 2009. He is 
the executive director of the Network of 
Illinois Learning Resources in Community 
Colleges in Chicago. The 40-year-old 
consortium has 50 member institutions in 
Illinois and Missouri. 

Formerly, he was director of advancement 
and research associate professor, the 
University Library, University of Illinois at 
Chicago (UIC) 1990-96. He has held faculty 
and management positions at Northern 
Illinois University, Elmira College (NY) 
and Indiana University. He is currently 
professor of the Practice of Library and 

Information Science in the Graduate 
School of Library and Information Science 
at Dominican University.

He holds the MLS (Library and 
Information Science), MAT (Social Studies) 
and BA (Political Science) from Indiana 
University. 

Berry is a widely published author and 
frequent lecturer; his areas of research 
interest include 21st century literacy skills, 
intellectual property, distance learning, 
library building design and fundraising for 
libraries. 

Mr. Berry served as American Library 
Association’s 118th president in 2001-02. 
He is past president of the Freedom to 
Read Foundation Board of Trustees (the 
legal defense arm of the ALA) and past 
chair of ALA’s International Relations 
Committee.

“John Berry has been an able Board member 
and vice chairman of the Foundation and 
is more than capable to lead us into the 
future,” Baldwin said. “I am proud to pass 
the gavel to John.”
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Lauretta Christensen: Longtime EHFOP Volunteer
by Maryanne Rusinak

Lauretta Christensen, also known as “Ret,” has the distinction of 
being one of the Foundation’s earliest volunteers. She tells the 
story of how she visited the fledgling museum, was “strong-armed”  
to volunteer by Foundation stalwart Elsie Jacobsen, and has been 
here ever since.

Lauretta is known for being exceptionally reliable. While she 
works a Saturday each month in the Hemingway Bookshop, 
she is often called upon to help with special projects of various 
kinds that she agrees to on short notice. She especially enjoys 
meeting international visitors, promoting Hemingway and Oak 
Park tourism, and working with other volunteers, including her 
grandson David, who volunteered while a Fenwick High School 
student, and currently volunteers when he’s home from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Lauretta is always friendly, organized, and capable. Maybe it has 
to do with her background as an editor. While at Michigan State 
University, she was feature editor of the Michigan State News daily, 
and had a column entitled “REToric.” She has a framed, personal 
letter from former President Harry Truman who had been 
misidentified in the school newspaper. In his reply to Lauretta’s 
apology, Truman states he “got quite a kick out of your letter.”

After coming to Chicago in 1957, Lauretta edited company 
newsletters and an international union magazine, and was also a 
reporter for the now defunct Forest Park World. She has been an 
Oak Parker since moving here in 1973 with her late husband, Jerry, 
and their three children, Eric, Thor, and Heidi.

Lauretta has a lifelong love of music, politics, and newspapers, 
and especially enjoys reading about Hemingway’s early days as a 
reporter for The Kansas City Star and Toronto Star. She has another 
Hemingway connection: Lauretta grew up in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula and can relate to the formative Hemingway experience 
in Northern Michigan, his characters and descriptions of the area. 
Lauretta’s favorite Hemingway book is The Sun Also Rises; she has 
visited many of the Hemingway haunts in Madrid.

Lauretta states she is “dedicated to volunteerism.” Besides EHFOP 
she volunteers at Rush Oak Park Hospital, where she visits the sick 
as a minister of care, and at her church, St. Edmund’s, where she 
is presently a lector. EHFOP is lucky indeed to have Lauretta share 
her dedication with us.

Hemingway Attracts ‘Day in Our Village’ Visitors at Scoville Park

Attired in their “Run with the Bulls” white 
with red scarves and sashes, a fine contingent 
of Oak Park Foundation board members blew 
up balloons, passed out brochures and directed 
hundreds of visitors to the nearby Hemingway 
Museum & Birthplace. Participating were Allan 
Baldwin, John Berry, Virginia Cassin, Lori 
McCarthy, Jean Radford, Wendell Rayburn, 
David Rappaport and Rob Steffen. 

This was the 25th time the Foundation has 
participated in this 37-year-old traditional 
gathering of all of the community’s organizations 
in one place. One hundred and fifty canopies 
were set up in the park this year by civic, 
cultural and volunteer entities. Hemingway was 
in a splended location, highly visible to both 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic,  and Ernie’s 
poster image attracted a receptive crowd. 

The EHFOP’s John Berry, David Rappaport and Lori McCarthy greet visitors at Day in Our 
Village.

by Virginia Cassin
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The Ernest Hemingway Foundation fosters understanding of the life and work of Ernest Hemingway with emphasis on his Oak 
Park origins and his impact on world literature. Its mission reflects The Foundation’s belief in the importance of the written word 
and the value of thoughtful reading and writing.

Hemingway and Race: A Bittersweet Taste 
by Stan West

As part of The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park’s educational 
outreach programs, five board members 
presented a provocative panel at the 
Hemingway Museum on February 26, 
2010, in connection with Black History 
Month.

Moderated by Dr. Wendell Rayburn, 
former president of Lincoln University, 
America’s first black land grant college, 
the panel featured board members Virginia 
Cassin and Redd Griffin, current board 
president Dr. John W. Berry, and this 
reporter, a former foreign correspondent 
and author of Suburban Promised Land: 
The Emerging Black Community in Oak Park, 
Illinois, 1880-1990. 

Cassin discussed Hemingway’s connections 
with Native Americans in their family 
home in Michigan. Berry revealed layered 
research by women scholars on Hemingway 
and gender. Rayburn asked pointed 
questions to help flesh out both the factual 
truth and emotional truth regarding race in 
Hemingay’s writings. Griffin talked about 
about the author’s universality. This reporter 
looked at both sides of the controversies 
around Hemingway’s apparent conflict 
with race and anti-Semitism. 

All of the panelists presented portraits of 
the man and his literature that combined 
literary, historical and scholarly narratives. 
The panelists agreed Hemingway’s forays 
into race were bittersweet and complex. 
They all concluded he was part of a 
longstanding tradition of tolerance that 
began with his abolitionist grandparents, 
continued with his liberal parents, passed 
down to the author himself, and was 
bestowed upon his own children and 
grandchildren.

Ernest Hemingway had many friends of 

different persuasions, even though he 
is said by some who read his work to 
be homophobic, sexist, racist, and anti-
Semitic. A librarian named Ann Carlson 
in Hemingway’s high school in Oak Park, 
Illinois, explained it this way: people like 
Hemingway were able to make exceptions 
for exceptional individuals while still 
maintaining deep-seated beliefs about 
cultural groups, as she said many people 
seemed to have been able to do in a two-
tiered way. She said making exceptions for 
exceptional people who are charming and 
fun might have been a shared understanding 
for American expatriate writers. One 
supporter of Hemingway is author Bill 
Hazelgrove, who writes from Hemingway’s 
birth home attic. His particular views 
on Hemingway and race stemmed from 
the short story “The Battler,” in which 
Hemingway refers to a character as having 
“long nigger legs.”

Hazelgrove writes, “Today, this seems 
horribly racist but ‘negro’ and ‘nigger’ 
were used in quite a bit of the literature 
of the ‘20s, ‘30s and ‘40s to describe 
character traits. It has become somewhat 
of a trend to declare Ernest Hemingway a 
‘racist, anti-Semite, misogynist, chauvinist,’ 
but he was none of these,” Hazelgrove 
said in a 1999 column I wrote in Oak 
Park’s Wednesday Journal for Hemingway’s 
centennial events.

Pulitzer Prize winner and Nobel laureate 
Toni Morrison saw Hemingway often 
characterizing blacks in a disparaging way 
— a way she felt was racist. Morrison 
deconstructed the 1937 novel To Have and 
Have Not this way: “Only ten pages into 
the novel we encounter the Africanist 
presence,” she wrote in Playing in the Dark: 
Whiteness and the Literary Imagination. She 
began with the main character. “Harry 
includes a ‘nigger’ in his crew, a man who 
throughout all of part one, has no name. 
His appearance is signaled by the sentence: 

‘Just then this nigger we had getting bait 
comes down the dock.’” The black man 
is not only nameless for five chapters, he 
is not even hired, just someone “we had 
getting bait.” She detailed questionable 
literary cues of cultural imperialism from 
the pen of Hemingway, pointing out that 
his famous work, which examines Cubans, 
segregates black Cubans as “niggers” and 
whites on the island as “Cubans.”

Critics witnessed a similar trend in The 
Sun Also Rises, a novel spiraling around 
expatriates in Paris and Pamplona, in 
which the word “nigger” is used numerous 
times. 

At the well-attended event, panelists also 
talked about Hemingway and Langston 
Hughes. Hughes, a black, gay writer who 
visited Oak Park, also visited Hemingway 
in Spain. They were good friends, both 
of whom spoke Spanish. While staying 
at Hemingway’s Madrid place at Hotel La 
Florida Hemingway took Hughes to several 
bullfights. Hughes translated the poetry of 
Federico Garcia Lorca, an anti-Fascist gay 
poet who was killed in 1936 by pro-Franco 
Fascist forces during the Spanish Civil 
War. Hughes scholar Cranston Knight, 
who wrote La Brigada, a book about the 
black presence during the Spanish Civil 
War, confirmed Hemingway was not 
alone in Spain. “Other writers, like Thyra 
Edwards, a black woman writer-activist 
from Chicago, were there, too,” Knight 
said. Perhaps the point of all of this is 
while Hemingway, like other writers of his 
era, occasionally used offensive language 
toward blacks, Jewish people, gays, and 
women in his books, many of his expatriate 
friends were black, gay, Jewish, and female. 
Considering his family history of chronic 
depression, it may not be a leap to suggest 
that what appeared to be literary conflict 
with these groups was perhaps more his 
internal conflict and sadness pouring out 
on the page.



H

6

Amman West Reads Hemingway and Visits the Famous Author’s  
Old Parisian Spots
by Amman West

For Dad, this trip to Paris was research, primarily about American 
expatriate writers. For me, this trip to Paris was about video games 
-- how much I could play them and in how many Parisian places. So 
when Dad told me in order to play games until 9 p.m., I must read 
30 minutes or so of The Sun Also Rises each morning, I reluctantly 

complied. I figured I had 
the best part of the deal. 
During that same time, Dad 
arranged for me to have my 
first French class. It was 
with a Frenchman named 
Pascal in a classroom with 
mostly sophomores from 
the University of New 
Orleans. I was 13. To me, 
this was huge.

Later, as I read a chapter or 
two of Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises while doing this other cool 
stuff, I asked myself, “What’s the big deal about this Hemingway 
dude? He’s just a novelist.” I read more. I listened to some of Dad’s 
friends as they visited some other the places Hemingway visited. 
Then I visited them with Dad and his writer-friends, halfway bored 
and anxious to get somewhere to play World of Warcraft, a hot video 
online game that kids around the world were hooked on. One place 
we visited was an American bookstore on the Seine River called 
Shakespeare and Company. Some old hippie with long hair was 
outside singing folk songs from the ‘60s. English-language books 
lined the shelves inside. Dad and his friends asked me to take 

pictures of them there. I asked myself, “What’s the big deal? It’s 
only a bookstore.” Later, I learned this is a place that Hemingway, 
Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, Langston Hughes, T.S. Eliot, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, and other writers once visited. Little did I know I would 
later read works by these writers at Oak Park-River Forest High 
School, where Hemingway once went to school.

Nearby, we went to cafes which those writers also frequented on 
this famous street called Boulevard de Saint Germaine des Pres. At 
Café Les Deux-Magots, Dad said “famous folks ranging from Djuna 
Barnes to Arthur Rimbaud” visited. I didn’t have a clue who they 
were, nor did I care. At Café de Flore, Dad explained French artists 
and philosophers hung out there “ranging from Simone de Beauvoir 
and Andre Breton to many of the historic and contemporary black 
writers including some connected with Syracuse University’s ‘Paris 
Noir’ class that met there.” This sounded kind of interesting. Lastly, 
we visited Brasserie Lipp where French writer Leon Paul-Fargue and 
Ernest Hemingway partied. I had orange juice and a snack here. 
Dad and his friends were so happy they were giddy. I was bored. I 
pulled out my dog-eared copy of Hemingway’s first novel and started 
to understand the meaning of some of the places mentioned in the 
book that we visited in Paris. The idea of American expatriates to 
me now seemed cool. I told Dad, “When I grow up, I want to be 
an American expatriate in Paris.” Dad smiled and said I could set 
up the laptop here at Brasserie Lipp and play World of Warcraft. I 
said, “Now, that’s a big deal – one even Hemingway would approve 
if he were here!” 

Amman West is the 17-year-old son of EHFOP board member Stan West. 
He attended Oak Park-River Forest High School and plans to major in 
French in college. He wants to live in Paris.



Hby Robert W. Warburon, PhD

Most of China’s leading universities 
annually invite foreign professors to 
teach and do research in many different 
academic programs in the sciences and the 
humanities. Through the China Academic 
Consortium I have taught literary research 
methods, literary criticism, and 20th century 
American fiction several times in China 
over the last 10 years since retirement. 

During the 2008-09 academic year I had 
the privilege of teaching selected fiction of 
Hemingway and related critical studies to 
Chinese graduate and doctoral students in 
literature at Shandong University (Shanda) 
in northeastern China, one of China’s 
historical and major universities with an 
enrollment of about 100,000 students on 
five campuses. Shanda offers undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in the physical and 
social sciences, engineering technologies, 
humanities, arts, business, medicine and 
law, including numerous institutes and inter-
disciplinary programs linked with private 
and governmental research. On the graduate 
level, most of my students were working on 
various stages of their dissertations and 
research. Several of their proposals were 
related to Hemingway’s novels and short 
stories, as well as biographical, critical, 
historical and philosophical studies related 
to Hemingway. 

Most current Hemingway studies at Shanda 
seem to fall into three categories: Chinese 
translations of Hemingway’s fiction and 
criticism, feminism as a social and literary 
subject throughout Hemingway’s work, and 
Hemingway’s cultural values in respect to 
native Americans and minorities, in the 
contexts of his fiction and his political 
perspectives. 

Hemingway is the most translated American 
novelist in China. Most of his major 
novels have been translated into Mandarin 
Chinese. In Shanda’s libraries I found 
several Chinese translations and editions of 
The Old Man and the Sea. I found far fewer 

translations and editions of his short stories 
and the body of criticism related to these 
stories.

Chinese translations of Hemingway seem 
to be motivated by several factors. His 
depiction of characters in existential search 
of themselves in an uncertain world is a 
subject they find relevant to widespread 
cultural, economic, social, and political 
changes in today’s China. But perhaps even 
more important to Chinese translators is 
the perception that Hemingway’s minimalist 
style and relative simplicity of diction and 
syntax are viewed as advantageous in making 
his work more accessible to diverse kinds of 
Chinese readers. 

The renewed interest of young Chinese 
intellectuals in such issues as feminism, 
ethnicity, race, and intercultural 
relationships may derive from some of 
the changes that have taken place in 
China since the cultural revolution (late 
1960’s into early 1980’s). In contrast to 
the generations of their grandfathers and 
fathers, Chinese university students today 

seem more inclined to seek solutions to 
complex political and social issues within 
the rapidly changing cultural climate of the 
China in which they now live. In dealing 
with cultural issues, many of my Shanda 
graduate students seemed to identify with 
Hemingway’s more individualized and cross-
cultural perceptions of human character, 
relationships, and conflicts within the 
contexts of his stories. Hemingway’s stories 
were not grounded in abstract political 
or social theories of human behavior and 
moral outcomes, but were informed by 
realistic representations of the conflicts and 
decisions that Chinese faced in their own 
culture and personal experience. 

This interest in comparing and contrasting 
American and Chinese cultural values is 
also evident in other aspects of Hemingway 
studies. When I asked some of my students 
if they were aware of Hemingway’s visit to 
China in the spring of 1941, during the 
Japanese occupation of much of the China 
mainland and on the eve of America’s 
entrance into the war, they expressed little 
knowledge and even less interest. However, 
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Hemingway in China 2008-2009

Continued on Page 8

Shandong University literature students with Mary Sheesley-Warburton and Bob Warburton. 
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when I spoke to them of Hemingway’s 
first experience of China through the 
life and stories of his “Uncle Will,” Dr. 
Willoughby Hemingway, older brother 
of his father and Christian missionary 
surgeon in China serving in the poverty 
and famine stricken Shaanxi Province 
during the early 20th c., and who died 
there and was buried in Shaanxi after a 
lifetime of service, they resonated with 
Hemingway’s claim of Uncle Will as 
one of his earliest heroes. Hemingway 
enjoyed Uncle Will’s recounting of 
stories, including his visit with the Dalai 
Lama in Mongolia. As Baker reports, 
“this vision of Oriental exoticism [to a 
boy of 12] was like a sudden translation 
to another planet.” 

For a foreigner to serve primarily the 
needs of the Chinese people and not only 
his own interests, to do so throughout a 
lifetime, and to die and be buried in China, 
is of great reverence to modern Chinese 
young men and women. I think, rather 
than having had to exchange political 
platitudes with General and Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek in 1941, Hemingway 
might have greatly preferred sharing his 
imagination and his stories of heroes like 
Uncle Will with real, ordinary, everyday 
Chinese men and women. 

And in some ways, I like to think that in 
their reading and translating and study of 
Hemingway, these modern young Chinese 
readers are often doing what Hemingway 
admired most: finding out that a good 
book or story was true because you feel 
“all that happened to you and afterwards 
it all belongs to you, the good and the 
bad, the ecstasy, the remorse and sorrow, 
the people and the places and how the 
weather was.”

Robert W. Warburton, PhD is a retired 
professor of American Literature.

China, Continued New Directors Join EHFOP Board
An infusion of new skills and valuable 
experience has come to the Oak Park 
Foundation governing board through 
significant new membership in the past 
year. 

Lascelles Anderson, professor emeritus at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. He 
holds a PhD in economics and has many 
years as an educator and administrator 

in economics and 
education policy. 
“I will bring to 
the Hemingway 
Foundation the 
skills and aptitudes 
from my many years 
in higher education, 
as well as some 

unique perspectives from my years in the 
private sector,” he said. “To that must be 
added a deep commitment to social justice 
issues in both local and international 
arenas.” 

David M. Rappaport, a “semi-retired” 
management consultant who now splits 
his time between downtown Chicago and 
Sanibel Island, Florida, after more than 30 

years in Oak Park. 
He started his career 
as a biomedical 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
researcher at 
P re sby te r i an -S t . 
Luke’s Medical 
Center. He then 
joined Andersen 
Consulting (now 

Accenture) where he was elected to the 
partnership, and is currently Partner 
Emeritus at Diamond Management and 
Technology Consultants. 

Over the years, David has served on the 
Village of Oak Park Computer Task Force, 
the Oak Park Cable TV Task Force, as an 
elected director and officer of the Oak 
Park Public Library and as a director of the 
Unity Temple Restoration Foundation. 

Jean Radford’s accomplishments in design 
and restoration have been featured in 
Better Homes and Gardens, the Oak Park 
Wednesday Journal and the Parenthesis 

Kitchen Walk. She 
owns Living Space 
Design in Oak 
Park and previously 
worked as a kitchen 
and bath designer 
for VonDreele-
F r e e r k s e n 
C o n s t r u c t i o n /

Prairie Plus. She received degrees in 
education and interior design from the 
University of North Carolina and the 
Harrington Institute of Interior Design 
in Chicago, and hopes to aid in the 
restoration of significant Oak Park 
structures. 

With a BA in 
English from 
Illinois State 
University, John 
Ferrari is a Masters 
student studying 
Library Science 
at Dominican 
University.

David H. Krause currently serves as 
associate provost / associate vice president 
for academic affairs and professor of 
English at Dominican University in River 
Forest, Illinois. 

He has lived in Oak Park since 1999.  
David’s most influential publications 
have been on William Faulkner’s Absalom, 

Absalom!.  A  National 
Endowment for 
the Humanities 
Fellowship at the 
Newberry Library 
supported David’s 
research into 
the relationships 
between Sherwood 

Anderson and Malcolm Cowley and 
William Faulkner. 
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From the Archives: Donations and Finds
by Grant Gerlich

On a warm March afternoon a group of 
us went over to the Boyhood Home to go 
through some 20 boxes of books from the 
Waring Jones estate. The objective was to 
ascertain roughly what books the boxes 
held. Barbara and Ginie made up a brief 
inventory while, volunteers Donna Flesch, 
Becky Damptz and I waded through the 
boxes, calling out titles and contents. It 
was decided that we really do need to get 
these out of the basement. Two weeks later, 
with the help of Becky and Donna, we 
transferred the books to the archives and 
began a thorough inventory.

While we have not found any lost novels, 
we have found some interesting items.  
There are dozens of Hemingway works 
in a variety of languages, bolstering our 
international collection. We also have several 

books belonging to Clarence and Grace 
Hemingway as well as Leicester and Patsy. 
There are several textbooks of Leicester’s 
that contain sketches and doodles of an 

imaginative and bored student. 

In one box there are some fascinating 
issues of Ken magazine. This was a short 
lived men’s political magazine founded 
in 1938 featuring political cartoons and 
commentary on world events.  In the April 
21, 1938, issue there is an article by Ernest 
Hemingway during the Spanish Civil 
War entitled “Dying, Well or Badly.” The 
article is accompanied by some gruesome 
photographs to support the title. These 
magazines provide a glimpse into the past 
and a harbinger of things to come as the 
toxic events leading up to World War II 
unfold. There are also some really neat 
advertisements too. If you want to take a 
peek into the past, stop by the archives. 
We’re here every Thursday from 1-5 p.m.

Grant Gerlich is the EHFOP’s Archives 
Committee Chairman.

We are delighted that Mrs. June 
Howe Judd donated a 1917 
Tabula and a class memories 
booklet My Golden School Days. 
These belonged to her mother, 
Virginia Reid Howe, who was 
a classmate of Marcelline and 
Ernest Hemingway.  Some of 
you may be familiar with the 
Tabula as the senior yearbook of 
the Oak Park and River Forest 
Township High School, but the 
memories booklet is a signature 
book for “classmates.” And it just 
so happens that Miss Reid’s book 
was the recipient of a humorous 
passage written by none other 
than E.M.H. along with a nifty 
doodle: 

“We never guzzled beer nor wine and 
yet they call me Heming  Stien.” 
—Ernest M. Hemingway

Thank you, Mrs. Judd! 
June Howe Judd displays items owned by her mother, Virginia Reid Howe, to Ben Maxson and Barbara 
Ballinger at the Hemingway Archives. Bob Judd, left, looks on.

Generous Donation Reveals Ernest’s School Days


