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Two new members join The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park’s Board

Lorraine (Lori) McCarthy has been a 
Foundation docent since the mid-1990s, 
giving tours at the Birthplace Home. She 
also gives tours of the historic skyscrapers 
of downtown Chicago with the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation. A graduate of 
the University of Illinois Champaign-
Urbana, McCarthy holds a degree in 
political science and worked for Cook 
County doing adoption and custody 
casework. She raised three children and 
became a licensed real estate saleswoman 
and broker for Baird and Warner. She is 
now retired.

John Hubbuch has lived in Oak Park 
since 1976. He is married to Marsha 
Hubbuch, the college counselor at 
Riverside-Brookfield High School. He is 
the father of Chris, Nick and Phil and 
the grandfather of 15 month old Lily. 
John retired from the practice of law last 
December. John has written a monthly 
column for the last 10 years for The 
Wednesday Journal. He served on District 
97’s Board of Education from 1987-1991. 
John joined the Hemingway Board to 
pursue his interest in American literature.
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Hemingway Despatch

By Maryanne Rusinak

“The best portion of a good man’s life is his little, nameless, 
unremembered acts of kindness and of love.”

— William Wordsworth

This issue of the Despatch is dedicated to Bill Cassin, longtime 
friend of The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park, whose 
death this summer was a great loss to all of us.

Bill had a great sense of presence. It is difficult to imagine the 
daily life of EHFOP without him; he had been involved in so 
many aspects of the operations of the Foundation.  Bill and 
Virginia’s partnership in developing EHFOP extended more 
than 20 years. All were years of service, forming EHFOP into the 
organization it is today, and helping to assure its stability into the 
future. 

Bill was always reliable, ready to give assistance to visitors, the 
Board, the volunteers. At any meeting one could see him in the 
background, quietly present and offering whatever advice or 
assistance was needed. When driving by the Boyhood Home, 
one could frequently see Bill’s lanky frame standing beside and 
giving guidance to a young person doing community service. No 
one can imagine the number of things he fixed at EHFOP at a 
moment’s notice, or how many rides he gave people whenever 
needed. 

In the same spirit, Bill volunteered for the homeless shelters in 
Oak Park through PADS, often taking the late shift to talk with 
the people he was there to help. As always, he treated everyone 
with dignity and respect. In 2003, Bill was awarded the Carl S. 
Winters Community Service Award from the Rotary Club of 
Oak Park and River Forest for years of outstanding volunteerism.

Bill had a firm sense of himself that didn’t require affirmation 
or attention. His spirit was gentle and deep. Much was written 

and spoken of his accomplishments after he died. Most of us 
didn’t know about his Bronze Star for “heroic service” in World 
War II, of his participation in liberating the concentration camp 
at Dachau and an Air Force Officers’ POW Camp, since Bill 
wouldn’t have spoken about it. Once when we spoke about war, 
he shook his head and said quietly, “There has to be a better 
way.”

Bill and Virginia had a shared spirituality from which they 
received much of their strength. Together they raised eight 
children, and have 25 grand- and great-grandchildren. Yet their 
reach managed to include all involved in the EHFOP, as well as 
the wider community of Oak Park. In fact, their concerns were 
international. They participated in peace, friendship and literacy 
missions to Russia, Taiwan and Cuba.

We wish Bill Godspeed. His spirit continues to be evident in this 
place.

Maryanne Rusinak is Curriculum/Education Librarian of Concordia 
University Chicago.

William Cassin, 1923-2009

A Tribute to William Cassin

Bill Cassin in the Colorado Rocky Mountains, two years ago
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The Reading Group

Heart of the Foundation 
By Redd Griffin

In 1991, the first readers came to the Foundation’s discussions of 
the writings of Ernest Hemingway and other great writers. Since 
some attendees brought different editions, but all had to be “on 
the same page,” participants began reading the narrators’ and 
characters’ parts aloud.

Their readings and ensuing discussions provided a public 
vetting of parts that were especially important, meaningful or 
expressive. These passages were often selected for readers theater 
performances, presentations, exhibits, papers, publications and 
audio-visual productions. 

Reading Hemingway and other great authors is the Foundation’s 
basic raison d’être and its ultimate resource. Putting readers in 
touch with great writings has not only benefited them, but the 
Foundation. Many members of the Foundation’s reading groups 
have carried their dedication to Hemingway and literature into 
new roles as docents, performers, presenters, exhibitors and 
scholars.

Eighteen years and thousands of readers later, the Foundation’s 
Education Committee is offering its latest reading group sessions 
in February, March and April at the Oak Park Public Library. 

EHFOP Winter Reading Schedule 

Rick Piwowarczyk, Chair of the Education Committee, has 
announced that two novels will be considered in the next round 
of Foundation sponsored discussions.  All meetings  will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Main Library of Oak Park Public Library, 834 
Lake Street.

On February 10 and 24 Redd Griffin will lead discussions of  
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway.

On March 10 and 24 and April 14 and 28 Herb Breidenbach 
will lead discussions of  A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by 
James Joyce.

No advance registration is required; further information is 
available from the Foundation office, 708.848.2222.

EHFOP Hosts Conversation of its Board 
Members on ‘Hemingway and Race.’

Ernest Hemingway and Blacks
By John W. Berry

The recently published 
Suburban Promised Land: The 
Emerging Black Community in 
Oak Park, Illinois, 1880-1980 
(2009, Stan West, et al) tells 
the remarkable story of African 
Americans in the well-known 
Chicago suburb.

Not surprisingly, Oak Park 
native Ernest Hemingway 
plays a part in the discourse. 
Hemingway’s grandfather Anson served as an officer with the 
70th U.S. Colored Troops from 1864 through1866 following his 
graduation from the well-known abolitionist Wheaton College 
before settling in Oak Park. Did the presumed abolitionist views of 
his grandfather influence Hemingway’s attitudes toward blacks? 

African-American writer Toni Morrison’s 1992 Playing in the Dark: 
Whiteness and the Literary Imagination discusses at length the use of 
black characters in several Hemingway novels. Morrison notes that 
Hemingway “could not help folding into his enterprise (of writing 
about what it was to be a white American male) its Africanist 
properties.” She ultimately concludes that there is strong evidence 
to suggest that Hemingway, in fact, held the opposite view of 
blacks of some of his overtly racist fictive characters. Worth further 
reading and reflection …

John W. Berry, Vice Chair, The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak 
Park, is Past President, American Library Association and Professor of the 
Practice of Library and Information Science, Dominican University.

Foundation’s Winter and Spring Events

The Ernest Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park has announced 
it will host a Black History Month conversation by its board 
members on “Hemingway and Race,” Friday, February 26, 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at the Hemingway Museum, 200 N. Oak Park 
Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. The panel will be moderated by Dr. 
Wendell Rayburn and will feature fellow board members Virginia 
Cassin, Redd Griffin, John W. Barry, and Stan West, whose recent 
book, Suburban Promised Land, discusses Hemingway’s bittersweet 
relationship with race. This free event will begin with a wine and 
cheese reception.
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Help

By Allan Baldwin,  
Chairman

During this economic downturn, the Foundation has been 
especially careful to watch our expenses carefully. We have done 
very well in staying under budget in all of the routine areas. 
However, we have been hurt this year by required repairs to 
Hemingway’s Birthplace Home. 

Between entirely replacing the sewer lines, painting the whole 
outside, and repairs to the heating/cooling system, we are way 
over budget for Birthplace maintenance. We are also coming into 
the part of the year where revenue from visitors and tours is at its 
lowest level. 

Please consider a gift to the Foundation. I promise we will use it 
wisely to further our mission.

Ernest Hemingway Foundation Inks 
Agreement with Dominican University
By Allan Baldwin

After a thorough review of the missions of both organizations 
our Foundation and Dominican University have signed an 
agreement formalizing our partnership. A significant portion of 
the agreement is a lease/purchase agreement for the Hemingway 
Boyhood Home at 600 N. Kenilworth. The lease, lasting up to 
two years, shifts the responsibility of managing and maintaining 
the Boyhood Home to the University and provides the University 
with time to flesh out their eventual plans for restoring and 
rehabbing the house as well as detail how the house will be used. 

During our discussions with Dominican, which lasted about a 
year, we found a great deal in common. Dominican was attracted 
to our vision for the Boyhood Home and we found their 
organization to have many of the same values as ours. There are 
still many hurdles to jump before we will see the Boyhood home 
restored to how it looked when it was built, but with a partner 
of the caliber of Dominican University we are much closer than 
ever. 

Additionally, the agreement further cements our partnership to 
offer joint programs. We expect to expand our seminar offerings 
and broaden our reach to include the Dominican University 
community.

The Foundation and Dominican 
Find Common Ground in Boyhood 
Home

By Redd Griffin, member of the Foundation committee 
meeting with Dominican University

Meetings of the Foundation and Dominican University to secure 
the future of the Boyhood Home focused on it as the place 
where Ernest’s writing began. There, his family nurtured his 
scientific objectivity, artistic sensitivity and spiritual awareness, 
which shaped the way he wrote. There he began absorbing the 
liberal arts, bringing depth to what he wrote for an ever widening 
readership. He became aware of the world when well-traveled 
relatives visited and, while he was still living there, he served 
abroad in World War I. This inspired us to envision programs 
building bridges across disciplines, between liberal arts and 
popular culture and from local to international citizenship. The 
goals the Foundation and University shared fit well with our 
respective missions. Dare we hope that from this effort to save the 
past there might come a future of new research, presentations, 
courses, conferences, tours, exhibits and publications? 

EHFOP Chairman Allan Baldwin and Dominican University 
President Donna Carroll sign the Boyhood Home agreement as 
members of the Foundation, DU and the community look on. 
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Ernest Hemingway in A Moveable Feast on the power of writing to create permanence:

I’ve seen you, beauty, and you belong to me now, whoever you are waiting for and if I never see you 
again … You belong to me and all Paris belongs to me and I belong to this notebook and this pencil.

From “A Good Cafe on the Place St.-Michel” in A Moveable Feast

A new edition of A Moveable Feast, the 
book Ernest Hemingway was preparing 
for publication during the last months of 
his life, appeared this summer. Edited by 
Sean Hemingway (Gregory’s son) with a 
Foreword by Patrick Hemingway (the last 
living son of “Ernest), the volume is sub-
titled The Restored Edition. What this 
means is unclear, for the editor explained 
in the media that the book is not offered 
as a definitive edition; rather, it is an 
effort to present Pauline Hemingway 
(Ernest’s second wife, Patrick’s mother, 
and Sean’s grandmother) more 
sympathetically than she appears in the 
original Feast. There Hadley is the good 
first wife, praising her young writer 
husband and caring for their child, while 
Pauline is an interloper, part of the “rich” 
who come into Hadley and Ernest’s life 
and destroy it. Certainly Hadley is the 
heroine of Feast, and by the last page of 
the novel, there is no hero, only a very 
good writer, now old and struggling to 
finish the book we are reading.

The editor has removed the resonant 
final chapter, “There is Never Any End 
to Paris,” and relegated “The Pilot Fish 
and the Rich” to last place in a section 
at the end of the book titled “Additional 
Paris Sketches.” He then conflates some 
material from the deleted chapters to 
make “Winters in Schruns,” and ends 
the book with three chapters about the 
Fitzgeralds. In his chapter rearrangements 
and deletions, the editor seems unaware 
that Hemingway had juxtaposed the 
chapters to form a web of metaphors 
throughout the novel: Stein as the 
demanding, critical woman, and Beach as 
the woman who nurtures both mind and 
body; bicycle races, gambling and skiing as 

A new edition of A Moveable Feast
By Rose Marie Burwell

exciting, risk-taking fun that distract the 
young writer from his work.

When Feast appeared in 1964, Mary 
Hemingway still insisted her husband’s 
death was not suicide (as Norman Mailer 
was still doing in 1990) and to readers 
yearning to believe, Mary (this writer 
among them) the vitality and beauty of 
Hemingway’s writing in what we assumed 
was a memoir was proof that he had died 
a healthy man. But laboring to complete 
the Paris book, Hemingway wrote many 
times that it was fiction. Fragments 
documenting this are published for the 
first time in this new edition.

Sean Hemingway has drawn on both 
archival and family-held material, and 
does not dispute that the 1964 Feast is the 
manuscript his grandfather considered 
finished in early April 1961 and gave to 
Mary for posting to Scribners, but she put 
it in the vault of a Bank in Haley, Idaho. 
Later, it went to her apartment in New 
York, where she and Hemingway’s editor, 
Harry Brague, arranged the book as it was 
published in 1964.  

If Patrick and Sean Hemingway had 
given more attention to Ernest’s 
correspondence with his publisher, 
they would have found the sympathetic 
treatment of Pauline they have tried to 
create here -- clear, direct, and close at 
hand -- the fruit of Ernest’s self-analysis 
during the writing process. Perhaps 
then they might have left his chapter 
arrangement intact and the importance of 
the juxtapositions among chapters might 
have been more recognizable.

After Hemingway’s release from Mayo 
Clinic on 22 January 1961, he threw 

himself into completing what he usually 
called “the Paris book;” but he could no 
longer sustain his claim that its truth was 
one only he knew. Instead, he saw with 
blinding sight his role in destroying the 
two early relationships he now recognized 
had been the most sustaining of him 
as a writer and most indicative of his 
integrity as a man. He admitted, perhaps 
for the first time, his culpability in the 
ending of his early marriages and saw 
how dishonestly he had blamed the pilot 
fish and the rich for destroying his first, 
and he saw as well his own mendacity in 
suggesting that the second marriage had 
been contaminated by the way that it 
began. At this point Hemingway knew he 
had postured as a naif manipulated by the 
rich, and that the cycle had been repeated 
a decade later with Martha Gellhorn as 
the interloper.

The new edition of A Moveable Feast.
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Hemingway:  
From a Kid’s Perspective

By Jordan West

Hemingway this, Hemingway that – Hemingway is everywhere! 

Sure, although I’m a young kid, I still hear the name all the time. Growing up 
in Oak Park, Illinois, where I am junior and currently attending Oak Park-River 
Forest High School, his name keeps popping up.  And when you hear something 
over and over again, you’re bound to think about it in different ways. And 
that’s exactly what I did one day in Madrid where my dad gave me Death in the 
Afternoon. He was there researching American expatriate writers who wrote in 
Spain. Being the boy that I was, I was more focused gaining levels in a videogame 
than reading a book. But to my surprise, I actually liked it. It took place a lot in 
Spain. The book has bullfights, which I anxiously wanted to go to. Dad took me 
to one, but unfortunately it wasn’t what I’d thought it’d be. Since I had asthma 
and many Spaniards loved to smoke at bullfights, I continually coughed as I 
saw the mediocre bullfight at Plaza de Toros de Madrid, which is one the places 
Hemingway frequented.

I hear critics say he was sometimes sexist or racist. Now that I think of it, yeah, 
they’re probably right. But he was also living in those times where many people 
were sexist and/or racist. But when Dad told how he invited Harlem Renaissance 
writer Langston Hughes to his place in Madrid and took him to those smoky 
bullfights, I was pleasantly surprised. I was also glad to hear Hemingway served 
as an ambulance driver and an infantryman in the Italian army during World 
War 1. I’m studying Italian and am semi-fluent. I might even read more about his 
exploits in Italy, but no time soon. I’d rather hang with my friends or play online 
videogames.

Jordan West, son of Despatch guest editor Stan West, is a junior at Hemingway’s alma 
mater, Oak Park-River Forest High School. He’s in “Aspira,” a Spanish-language club and 
is a former member of the Italian Club. As a sophomore, he had honors Italian and English 
classes. Jordan plans on majoring in Italian in college with the hopes of possibly being a 
Foreign Service officer or consul-general in Rome some day.

On 18 of April, three days before his first 
suicide attempt and five days before a 
second attempt resulted in his return to 
the Mayo Clinic, Hemingway withdrew 
the Paris book in a letter to Charles 
Scribner that Mary did not post. After 
working on the manuscript for nearly two 
years, she sent it and the Hemingway’s 
1961 letter of withdrawal to Harry 
Brague on 27 July 1963. Attached to 
the letter is a list of contemplated titles. 
A Moveable Feast is not among them. 
Hemingway chose The Eye and the Ear, 
from Ecclesiastes 1:8 — “All things toil to 
weariness,\Man cannot utter it,\ The eye 
is not satisfied with seeing,\Nor the ear 
with hearing.”

Rose Marie Burwell is the author of 
Hemingway: The Postwar Years and the 
Posthumous Novels (Cambridge U.P., 
1996). She has served on the Boards of 
The Hemingway Society and The Ernest 
Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park, and 
held fellowships from the National Foundation 
for the Humanities, the Andrew Mellon 
Foundation and Princeton University Library. 
She is an emeritus professor of Northern 
Illinois University where she taught courses in 
the English Novel and in Modern American 
Fiction.

The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park

Mission Statement

The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation fosters 
understanding of the 
life and work of Ernest 
Hemingway with emphasis 
on his Oak Park origins 
and his impact on world 
literature. Its mission reflects 
The Foundation’s belief 
in the importance of the 
written word and the value 
of thoughtful reading and 
writing.

Jordan West in New Orleans doing service learning work in a post-Katrina animal 
shelter in Jefferson Parish.
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Foreign Language 
Tours Now Available at 
Birthplace Home
Oak Park Area Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau and The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park Collaborate

By Lawrence Christmas

Beginning in August, 2009, German, Japanese and Spanish 
visitors to Oak Park have been able to tour the Village and 
the Hemingway Birthplace Home with the aid of hand-held 
audioguides (with earphones) programmed to speak their own 
languages. Thanks to the free-loan of eight audioguides provided 
by the Oak Park Area Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, those 
wishing to just take the Birthplace Home tour can pick up their 
audioguides at the Birthplace.

 Visitor’s Bureau President Rich Carollo, Hemingway Chair 
Allan Baldwin, the Illinois Tourism Bureau, and a number 
of volunteers and private donors made the project financially 
feasible without drawing on any of the Oak Park Hemingway 
Foundation’s own financial resources.

 The tour was especially designed for persons not able to take 
advantage of the Hemingway Museum whose offerings largely 
require fluency in the English language. Accordingly, the foreign 
language tour covers a greater portion of Hemingway’s life story.

Those volunteering their time to translate and make the voice 
recordings included: Herb Breidenbach, Yoko Schmadeke and 
Cristina Saldana. Herb is a regular Hemingway docent with a 
professional background in the German language. Yoko teaches 
Japanese at Oak Park and River Forest High School while 
Cristina serves as chief of staff for Cook County Commissioner 
Joseph Moreno. Jim Gillespie of Oak Park volunteered both his 
sound studio and his time in producing the recordings. Allan 
Baldwin supplied the photographs. The programming of the 
script and photographs into the audioguides was accomplished 
by a French company, Orpheo. Larry Christmas served as project 
coordinator.

Funding for the Hemingway side of the project came principally 
from The Carl and Eileen Subak Family Foundation. 

Written versions of the Birthplace script are also available 
to visitors in Korean, Chinese (2 versions), Italian, French, 
and Polish. Additional translators included: Marianne Kinzer 
(German), Jeanette Saponaro (Italian), Aude Johnson (French), 
Qishan Shao (mainland Chinese), and Marilyn Parks (Korean). 
The recruiting of translators was mainly accomplished by Conni 
Irwin and Maryanne Rusinak.

Hemingway Piano Takes the Long 
Way Home
By James Plath

In 1902, two years after Windemere was built, Grace Hall 
Hemingway got the piano she wanted for the family cottage at 
Walloon Lake. It was a Lyon & Healy Victorian “midget” (missing 
one octave at each end), made in Chicago in 1878. Grace gave 
piano lessons and insisted her children take lessons too, so it’s 
likely they all played this piano, which remained at Windemere 
until it was sold along with books and papers to a Chicago book 
dealer named Clark sometime in the late ‘60s or early ‘70s. Mr. 
Clark then sold the whole lot to the University of Maryland, and 
in 1975 the university decided to keep only the books and sell the 
piano and papers. 

The piano was item number 85 in the Clark Hemingway 
Collection, and it sold to then-faculty member C. Lynn DeVore, 
who brought it with him to Illinois when he accepted a teaching 
position there. And in 1994, he sold the piano to fellow Illinois 
Wesleyan University English professor James Plath, a Hemingway 
scholar. It remained in the Plath house until recently, when James 
and Zarina Mullen Plath donated it to The Ernest Hemingway 
Foundation of Oak Park. The piano is on display at the 
Hemingway Museum. 

Among the many who admired and played it while the piano was 
in Bloomington with the Plaths? Ernest’s granddaughter, Lorian, 
who was “best man” at the Plaths’ 1995 wedding. 

After Lynn DeVore bought the piano from the University 
of Maryland, he received a scathing letter from Clark saying 
he shouldn’t have purchased the piano, that it belonged in a 
collection. Now, finally, it’s in one. 

The piano on display at the Hemingway Museum. 
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Chuck Bednar Receives Award
Charles “Chuck” 
Bednar has 
received the 
Illinois Association 
of Museums 
Volunteer of 
the Year Award 
for “unstinting 
donation of his 
time and skills” to  
restore , protect, 
and schedule 
installations of 
the traveling 
exhibit Picturing 
Hemingway: A 
Writer in His Time, developed from an original National Portrait Gallery 
presentation. The award was given on October 2, 2009, as part of the 
Association’s conference in Bloomington.  

The Winter 2009 Hemingway Despatch featured Bednar’s account of 
the creation of the traveling exhibit.

Bednar, a graphic designer, is a former EHFOP Board member who has 
donated his professional skills  for many years as Chair of the Exhibits 
Committee. His work  has included a variety of exhibits, both at the  
Oak Park museums and off site. 

Oak Park Hemingway Sites Spruced up 
for the New Year
By Virginia Cassin

Both the Oak Park Hemingway Birthplace and the Boyhood Home will 
be welcoming the New Year with refurbished exteriors and landscaping 
as well as new efficiencies and décor within. 

At the Boyhood Home, presently used as three apartments, Dominican 
University has admirably shouldered its maintenance responsibilities 
under the recent partnership with the EHFOP. A new roof is in place, 
facia and eaves are repaired, an efficient and long-needed heating system 
is producing comfort and economy, and the freshened décor in the 
second floor apartment welcomes a new tenant. A spring landscaping 
upgrade will emphasize the beauty of this grand century-old home. 
Grant monies from the State of Illinois facilitated by State Senator Don 
Harmon funded these improvements. 

As for the Birthplace, a sparkling new coat of paint, wooden walkway 
and signage repairs, trimming of the trees for better sight-lines, and 
grading of the front yard (excavated for plumbing work) for spring 
landscaping are putting a fresh face on this popular destination for 
spring and summer visitors. 

From the Archives  

By Grant Gerlich. Chairman, Archives and 
Collections Committee

One of the fun things about working in the Archives 
is that you never know what you will find.  Two of our 
volunteers, Dan Fang and Donna Flesch, have been 
inventorying the Marcelline Hemingway Sanford and 
Waring Jones collections, and they have made some neat 
discoveries.  Dan found 16 Ernest Hemingway signatures 
that were apparently cut out from various papers, perhaps 
school assignments.

Donna found a dental x-ray of Ernest’s along with some 
medical records prescribing Drainochol and Chophytol 
in 1938 while he was in Paris.  We found an envelope 
addressed to “Mr. Santa Claus” written tentatively in pencil 
“from Ernest” when he was very young.  There is also a 
variety of “wine cards” from a cruise ship with various 
drink orders signed by the thirsty author.  Discovering 
items such as these is what makes volunteering here so 
rewarding and exciting.  We are here Thursdays from 1p.m. 
– 5 p.m.; stop by and get in on some of the fun!

By Barbara Ballinger, Member, Archives and 
Collections Committee 

They were scattered in files, boxes, folders; they came from 
board members who served long or short  terms; they 
were  found in the basement of the Birthplace Home; and 
they have now been  organized and placed in the EHFOP 
Archives at Oak Park Public Library, where it is planned 
they will be maintained. 

The agendas and minutes of the Foundation Board tell a 
story of notable achievements since the first meeting of the 
Board in the Scoville Room of Main Library in August, 
1984.  Among those achievements were the opening of the 
Hemingway Museum in the Arts Center, the restoration 
of  Hemingway’s Birthplace Home , the acquisition of the 
Boyhood Home and the presentation of a major centennial 
literary conference in 1999.

Pulitzer Prize Winning Author Visits 
Archives

 Elizabeth Strout, winner of the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for 
fiction for her short story cycle Olive Kitteridge, paid an 
impromptu visit to the Hemingway Archives after reading 
from her book and answering questions from a large 
and enthusiastic audience at Oak Park Public Library on 
a Sunday afternoon in early October. She remembered 
vividly her first reading of Hemingway. Strout was 
accompanied on her Archives visit by Oak Park novelist 
Elizabeth Berg.

Chuck Bednar, left, and Redd Griffin cut the ribbon on 
the Traveling Hemingway Exhibit at the Carl Sandburg 
Historic Site in Galesburg, Illinois.
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The especially friendly person greeting 
you when you visit Oak Park’s Hemingway 
bookstore or Birthplace Home is very 
likely to be Toby Rosin. Toby has been 
a most valuable EHFOP volunteer for 
the past seven years. Her sense of humor 
is legendary and she enjoys finding the 
humor in Hemingway’s stories. Toby 
often shares anecdotes about Hemingway 
or information about his writings, 
knowledge she has gained from her 
considerable reading.

Meeting people is what Toby likes best 
about her work at EHFOP. She says that 
by volunteering she “meets people from all 
over the world, and sometimes even from 
my own hometown of Ottawa (Canada).” 
She relates to Hemingway’s living in 
Canada at the beginning of his career as a 
cub reporter with the Toronto Star.

Toby says she most admires Hemingway’s 
writing talent as exhibited in his short 
stories. It is her favorite genre, and she 
believes difficult to write successfully. 

Toby has considerable talents of her own. 
She is an actress, having performed in 

Ottawa, Ontario, and in local theater in 
Oak Park and River Forest. In addition, 
she is an accomplished landscape painter, 
having studied at the Oak Park Art 
League.

Many of us recognize Toby from her 
years of working at Foster’s Toy Store in 
Oak Park. She later used her talent of 
working with children by volunteering in 
the Kraft Center at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, a place where again she had the 
opportunity to meet international visitors. 

Toby and her husband, Fred, recently 
celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary, and they have one son. They 
first met in Montreal — though Toby has 
lived fifty years in the States, her husband 
is still trying to teach her American 
English.

From our perspective, Toby has 
been a perfect match with EHFOP, 
adding enthusiasm and grace to our 
environment. We literally cannot manage 
without her. 

Toby Rosin, Outstanding EHFOP Volunteer
By Maryanne Rusinak

The 
Foundation 
Reaches Out

By Redd Griffin

In 1950, Ernest Hemingway said in a 
letter to Arthur Mizener, “…you write 
for who you love.” Nearly six decades 
later, our Foundation can attest that 
this writer’s love clearly touched people 
around the world. Every day, its staff and 
volunteers hear from them in person or 
by phone, mail or Internet. 

The Foundation’s outreach programs in 
the Hemingway spirit, reach out to “those 
we love,” including scholars, buffs, tourists 
and others. Over the last quarter century 
we have reached out to them with a broad 
spectrum of services such as reading 
groups, conferences, tours, performances, 
publications, ethnic celebrations, radio, 
film, television, writing workshops and 
contests and consults. This year, as in 
past years, the Foundation has reached 
out with presentations, community and 
media events, exhibits, contacts with 
Hemingway-related family members, 
scholars, museum and library leaders, and 
visits to kindred organizations. 

One example this year shows how 
outreach benefits multiply. Three board 
members spent a few hours helping 
Comcast produce a cable program for its 
Community Connection encouraging viewers 
to come to the Hemingway Birthplace 
and Museum to discover how Ernest’s 
years in Oak Park helped shape his impact 
on the world. This outreach has promoted 
the Foundation’s educational, marketing 
and tourism goals by communicating 
through multiple viewings with thousands 
of Chicagoland cable viewers, as well 
as untold numbers of Internet users 
worldwide. The program can be viewed 
on our website: www. ehfop.org. 



Michigan Hemingway Society October 16-18 Meeting 
Emphasized Hemingway and Art
By Virginia Cassin

The Michigan Hemingway Society does it so well! Each year, the 
Petoskey/Walloon Lake area brings together Hemingway scholars 
and enthusiasts from all over the country to hear fine speakers, 
share news of significance regarding Hemingway and his family 
and friends, and traverse Ernest Hemingway sites amid gloriously 
colored autumn leaves. 

For this 20th annual conference, this writer and son Patrick 
joined with 80 other attendees to renew longtime bonds with 
Michigan and Hemingway folk and bring them up to date on 
Oak Park. The theme of the 2009 Michigan conference was 
“Hemingway and Art,” to bolster the notion that Hemingway’s 
writing was truly a creative art form and not just autobiographical 
reminiscence.

Speakers included: nephew John Sanford from California 
regarding the relationship of Grace Hemingway’s paintings to 
her son’s writings; grandson Sean, editor of the recently restored 
edition of A Moveable Feast; Sean’s wife, Colette C. Hemingway, 
author of a new book on Ernest Hemingway and art; and Ken 
Marek, retired professor and Ernest Hemingway area guide 
for conference visitors, speaking on the creative art in Ernest 
Hemingway writings versus Hemingway as autobiographer. Talks 
were fresh and audio-visually presented. 

The site hotel was the American Indian-owned Odowa in 
Petoskey. Well-attended guided tours rekindled memories of 
Ernest Hemingway’s boyhood and a newly- designed Hemingway 
exhibit at the Little Traverse Bay Historical Museum elicited 
enthusiastic responses from visitors. A longtime local bookstore 
owner and conference attendee Don Struebalman again came to 

sell and inform about Hemingway-related books and ephemera – 
a great asset. 

The Oak Park contingent particularly enjoyed time with 
Hemingway family members: Valerie Danby-Smith Hemingway, 
Ernest’s secretary and author of Running With the Bulls (2004), 
son Gregory’s wife and mother of Sean; nephew John and Judy 
(Sanford) from California and nephew Jim (and Marion) Sanford 
in whose Walloon Lake home we have been welcomed year after 
year. 

Petoskey and Oak Park are the two places where Ernest 
Hemingway left his boyhood heart. They share a common 
heritage which both are admirably preserving. 

Pat Cassin, Virginia Cassin, Marion Sanford, Sean 
Hemingway, Jim Sanford and Valerie Hemingway at the 
Michigan conference.


